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The BELIEF-II project, building on the success and achievements of its first phase (2005-
2007), is not only an enabler of the “efficient & effective communication of results, 
networking and knowledge between e-Infrastructure projects” but it is an e-Infrastructure in 
and of itself. As such, it is in a pivotal position to provide two aims of DG INFSO’s e-
Infrastructures initiative:  
 
1. “Support new and replicable, working and organisational methods (based on the shared use 
of resources across different disciplines and technology domains.” 
 
2. “Provide technologies for collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and experimentation.” 
 
Communication is a two-way operation that involves the exchange of ideas, experiences and 
knowledge which must be interpreted and reacted on through feedback before the 
communication process is completed. Moreover, efficient communication is not simply 
sharing information, but sharing information aimed at achieving a certain planned or expected 
result. Communication problems lead to uncertainty and make it difficult to develop strategic 
partnerships in the long run.  
BELIEF aims to not only be the glue between projects in terms of supporting their 
dissemination activities, but also the link to the myriad of initiatives that already exist, at the 
European (EU financed projects, and member state national initiatives) and international 
levels. Of course, communication - and the many tools it entails - is the key strategy to reach 
these objectives.  

Moreover, another project’s strong focus is to address the policy makers in order to support 
their awareness of the importance of e-Infrastructures adoption. Not only Europe, but in 
particular emerging economies, can benefit from the adoption of e-Infrastructures. This is due 
to the optimisation of costs and the easy reach of remote rural areas.  
Education or health applications may need to be more targeted toward ensuring primary care 
or education in rural areas, for example, rather than collaborating with developed world 
researchers in pioneering new drugs or analysing patient data. In a sense, the benefits of 
adopting e-Infrastructures can be whatever we want them to be. Each region will have a 
different strategic priority for e-Infrastructures applications, but the result will always be - if 
the planning and implementation is effective – societal and economic development. 

To achieve the aforementioned results BELIEF provides the following opportunities: 
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On-Line Dissemination Tools: Community Portal and the Digital Library . 
 
A brand new profiling facility has been created on the portal, for both individuals and 
initiatives, to platform themselves and get in contact with other members in order to build 
new synergies and collaboration. The user can profile themselves as a person or as an 
organisation and update his/her profile with all the important information related to the 
activities of their project or initiative. The profiles can be easily searched for by other users 
wishing to get into contact with colleagues and key players in the e-Infrastructures 
environment. The principle on which this networking tool is based is the same of the main 
social networking portals, such as MySpace and Facebook: each project or virtual research 
organisation may have its own website, updated with the most interesting results of their 
activities. However, one problem still remains: how will they reach their target audiences? 
BELIEF offers its users the possibility to have a webpage (their profile) in a targeted 
networking platform addressed to the world of e-Infrastructures. This webpage is visible to all 
participants involved in virtual research. 
 
BELIEF will take care of all e-Infrastructure projects’ communication needs also thanks to 
two other tools- the event calendar and the Digital Library. If a project wants to communicate 
an event, it can announce it on the BELIEF event calendar. This essential tool will help to 
plan international conferences, workshops and seminars more efficiently, and help to avoid, 
as much as possible, event overlapping.  
 
The second tool that a project can benefit from is the BELIEF Digital Library.  How many 
times do we search for an old document related to our project? Or for a document from a 
different project that relates to our topic? Or even for information on different projects to 
assist in our research? The Digital Library can assist in these critical project needs and 
more. 
The Digital Library (DL) serves the e-Infrastructure technology project community with a 
safe, convenient and completely free hosting service. Allowing the publication, preservation 
and accessibility of project documents. It can help raise awareness of your project’s activities 
and results to a world-wide audience. The DL’s simple, user-friendly layout and instructions 
will help you save time, energy and storage space. Easy-to-follow instructions mean 
uploading your documents is just as easy and rewarding as searching for other documents on 
the server which can  also manage the content for that project’s documents. In particular 
disseminate its training courses, videos, presentations at events and any related news. Finally, 
BELIEF would like to encourage you to send the breaking news of your initiatives, which will 
be published on a daily basis on the portal’s homepage and widely disseminated to the 
BELIEF community composed by over 600 key players from different regions.  
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Figure 2.  BELIEF Portal 

 

 
 

Figure 3.  BELIEF Digital Library  
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Publications 
 
BELIEF aims to reinforce the relevance of Europe’s e-Infrastructures worldwide thus helping 
sustain their successful development and exploitation globally.  
As it is widely known, e-Infrastructures were originally developed for high energy physics 
and indeed huge advances were brought about in research for that field. This soon spilled over 
into research communities related to that sector. e-Infrastructures as eScience applications, 
such as physics, are ongoing but they are also evolving towards a self sustaining formula via 
national centres throughout the EU, whilst eHealth and eLearning remain ongoing targets for 
financing, with dramatic results.  
However, it is the future applications - future priorities if you like- that require attention. 
 
To support future fields of applications, BELIEF has produced a series of dynamic, easy to 
read, research infrastructure communication products consisting of: 
 

�  1 DVD & 1 edition of an e-Infrastructure Guide 
�  1 EC Publication 
�  4 editions of Zero-In Magazine 

 
In particular, the Zero-In magazine showcases the research and development activities in the 
world of e-Infrastructures and is a forum for news, comment and analysis on this exciting new 
research paradigm. The audiences of the publication include national and international policy 
makers, as well as, key projects and individuals using or developing e-Infrastructures across 
the world. The inaugural issue of Zero-In was published in January 2009 and focused on 
Distance learning as an e-Infrastructure application, an on-line version is available for 
download at http://www.beliefproject.org/zero-in/zero-in-first-edition-emagazine/index-issue-
1.  
Each issue of Zero-In has a “thematic” section, as well as one featuring “insights from the 
global virtual research community” and a “diary” section for news. For the second edition, the 
call for abstracts is available at http://www.beliefproject.org/media-corner/e-magazine. It will 
focus on Earth Sciences and Astronomy as an e-Infrastructures application. We believe that 
this “hot” topic is particularly important not only for our EELA representatives, so heavily 
involved in the Latin America scenario, but also to the LA audiences involved in astronomical 
facilities and related projects.  
There is a broad consensus on the need to develop e-Infrastructures because they bring huge 
benefits to science and society. However, in order to successfully achieve this benefits, 
common standards are needed, not only at the EU level, but also at the global level. In 
addition, another issue might be a concensus on applications. The development of e-
Infrastructures applications is mainly driven by EU financing. The EU may be the supply 
driver, but its work programme inherently takes into account the demand from different 
research communities. Moreover, the overarching political strategy of the EU and its 
competitiveness, research and innovation policies are important aspects to be included in the 
work programme. This results in a ‘demand push’ from the EU, which targets the 
development and financing of certain applications.  
In this light, we would like to encourage you to submit your articles for the Zero-In magazine, 
which will be read widely and will influence and support a better understanding of what is 
going on in this e-Infrastructures development. 
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Creating networking opportunities and knowledge sharing. 
 
In regards to synergies, creating networking opportunities and knowledge sharing are key to 
the efficient development of projects and the attainment of their goals. As very briefly 
mentioned in the above paragraphs, BELIEF has an activity area that specifically facilitates 
the concertation between projects. By the end of BELIEF’s  project life, it will have run three 
eConcertation meetings, where all FP7 e-Infrastructures projects will have come together for 
a day. The idea is to ensure projects are au fait with each other’s activities and discuss (and 
hopefully agree) on future directions, whether technological, organisational or user needs. All 
BELIEF activities target the communication between projects by providing a channel for 
disseminating their activities. BELIEF provides a platform for the public to find out about the 
numerous projects and to discuss issues both online or at events. 
Thus far, BELIEF has organised two eConcertation events in Barcelona, Spain in June 2008 
and in Lyon, France in November 2008 co-location with the ICT2008. Both events were a  
success, with an attendence of about 100 key players, not only from Europe but also from 
South-East Asia, Latin America and South Africa. The outcomes of these events have been 
collected in the respective reports, the Barcelona event report is  available on the BELIEF 
Digital Library, while the Lyon report will be finalised shortly and uploaded on the Digital 
Library as well. 
Future applications and priorities are those which require the most concren and attention. For 
this reason, the main outcomes of the BELIEF eConcertation meetings were the topics of the 
two brainstorming events.  In this respect our project helps the main actors come together 
through these brainstorming sessions to coincide what these future priorities may be and how 
they may be implemented; which aspects of this application requires the enhancement of 
which perspective of e-Infrastructures. The first brainstorming  event will take place in April 
2009 and will most likely focus on Data/Provenance. Further information will soon be 
available on the portal. 
 
Bearing in mind the importance of facilitating the dialogue among the key e-Infrastructures 
players not only in Europe, but also beyond frontiers,  BELIEF organises a series composed 
of three international symposia respectively in: 
 

1. New Delhi – India (28th-29th January 2009) on the theme of Distance Learning as an 
e-Infrastructures Application attended by over 100 participants from Europe and India 
(http://www.beliefproject.org/events/belief-indian-symposium),  

2. São Paulo - Brazil ( 16th-17th July 2009) on the theme of e-Infrastructures for 
sustainable development (http://www.beliefproject.org/events/2nd-belief-
international-symposium)   

3. Cape Town - South Africa next December 2009. 
 
The importance of these international symposia is also due to the fact that there are 
variations in national funding priorities. Some countries have well funded national grid 
services and supercomputers, while others do not - and this is not necessarily an East-West or 
North-South divide.  This makes the role of e-Infrastructures all the more important for those 
that do not have access to such ‘national’ faculties. The EU, via investment in this technology 
is creating a single ERA, so that regardless of political boundary, the researchers across 
Europe can collaborate without leaving the confines of their laboratories or offices. The same 
idea can be scaled up to a global level. There are, of course, massive disparities in research 
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infrastructures generally worldwide. In this light, the EU is linking up with many emerging 
economies, notably via the GEANT2 project, in Asia, Latin America, Africa, and across the 
Mediterranean and Middle East. This helps to ensure that researchers in southern India can 
collaborate with counterparts globally, or that universities in the Amazon can reap the same 
benefits as those researchers in the EU, thanks to EU financed projects that create these 
international links and support the development of Virtual Research Communities. 
 
The BELIEF symposia in Latin America, South Africa and India will facilitate the dialogue 
between developers of e-Infrastructures and the users in these regions. This dialogue is key 
for sustaining those links since, if the technology does not serve the specific needs of a region, 
it will begin to fade away, unused.  
 
These symposia ensure that specific needs are communicated to the policy makers in these 
regions and in the EU to make sure that ‘sustainable development’ is at the core of policy 
funding and project planning. For the aforementioned reasons, BELIEF works very closely 
with EELA in Latin America, an EU project, which ensure connectivity between Latin 
America and Europe and that takes the idea of sustainability and promotes a model for it that 
reflects the need of Latin American regions. 
 
The BELIEF Brazilian event, in particular, will focus on Future trends and e-Infrastructures 
application: towards sustainable development. 
 
As discussed above, e-Infrastructures are always about development of new knowledge. 
However, the impact of this on the development of economies and societies in emerging 
economies, is potentially a much steeper growth curve.  
 
Education or health applications may need to be more targeted towards ensuring primary care 
or education in rural areas for example, rather than collaborating with developed world 
researchers in pioneering new drugs, or analysing patient data. In a sense, the benefits of 
adopting e-Infrastructures are whatever we want them to be. Each region will have a different 
strategic priority for e-Infrastructures applications, but the result will always be - if the 
planning and implementation is effective – societal and economic development. 
 
The Brazil event will be opened by representatives from the Government of São Paulo and 
from the EC Delegation to Brazil. It will engage experts from the areas of eHealth, 
eEducation, and eScience in order to discuss and understand in deeper detail what has already 
been done in terms of sustainable development by adopting e-Infrastructures and the 
necessary future steps to be addressed and taken into account by policy makers and decisions 
makers. Detailed Information about this event can be found online 
(http://www.beliefproject.org/events/2nd-belief-international-symposium)   
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Figure 4.  BELIEF-EELA Conference June 2007  
 
The main outcomes of these symposia will be detailed  and reported in the Symposia 
Proceedings, which are public deliverables that will be made available on the website after 
EC approval. 
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