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Disclaimer 
 
This document contains description of the BELIEF-II project findings, work and products. Certain 
parts of it might be under partner Intellectual Property Right (IPR) rules so, prior to using its 
content please contact the consortium head for approval. 
 
In case you believe that this document harms in any way IPR held by you as a person or as a 
representative of an entity, please do notify us immediately. 
 
The authors of this document have taken any available measure in order for its content to be 
accurate, consistent and lawful. However, neither the project consortium as a whole nor the 
individual partners that implicitly or explicitly participated in the creation and publication of this 
document hold any sort of responsibility that might occur as a result of using its content. 
 
This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The content of this 
publication is the sole responsibility of BELIEF-II consortium and can in no way be taken to reflect 
the views of the European Union. 
 
The European Union is established in accordance with the 
Treaty on European Union (Maastricht). It is based on the 
European Communities and the member states cooperation in the 
fields of Common Foreign and Security Policy and Justice and 
Home Affairs. The five main institutions of the European Union 
are the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers, the 
European Commission, the Court of Justice and the Court of 
Auditors. (http://europa.eu.int/) 
 

 

BELIEF-II is a project partially funded by the Euro pean Union 
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1. Executive Summary 
This document outlines the specifications for the BELIEF-II portal developed and maintained by 

Metaware. The deliverable D3.2 BELIEF-II Website Evolution (due by the contract on Project 
Month 4, July 2008) is comprehensive of both the website itself and this document, describing the 
tools available to support the project dissemination and the interaction with e-Infrastructures related 
projects. 

The main objectives of the portal are: 

1. Be the access point to e-Infrastructure projects and initiatives; 

2. Provide highlights on e-Infrastructures projects offering global perspective; 

3. Provide information and disseminate the project results and objectives; 

4. Provide logistics support and position statement for all BELIEF-II events; 

5. Allow access to key projects documents; 

6. Allow access to the BELIEF Digital Library. 

The graphic layout and the concept of the portal have been launched in June 2008 and some 
portal screenshots and future features have been presented at the 5th e-Infrastructures Concertation 
event organised in Barcelona, Spain on 6th June. 

This first version of the portal provides an overview of the project, its objectives, partners and 
aims, and provides the e-Infrastructure community with a high interactive platform. Both the static 
and dynamic functionalities offered are detailed in the sections below. 

During the transition phase from FP6 to FP7, before the release of the BELIEF-II portal, the 
BELIEF-I website was updated to reflect the start of the project second phase and the functionalities 
and services offered to the community during the previous project phase have been maintained. 

In the following pages the portal general structure and features are described in detail. The public 
and restricted areas are highlighted as well as the general functional layout, outlining the menu 
structure. 

An overview on the roles and groups is given together with general information about the 
technical specifications. 

The careful planning of the features and contents allowed a significant evolution from the 
previous BELIEF website, making this web-tool a real e-Infrastructure portal1. 

                                                 
1 Portal and Websites are different concepts, often overlapping and complementing each other. They need to be strongly 
linked together, but they should not replace each other. A Website presents an organisation to the outside world, while a 
Portal provides multiple user roles with a common access point to broad resources. 
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2. Portal Structure 
The BELIEF-II project portal is composed of four distinct sections: public, community members, 

profiled members and administration. 

·  The public section (accessible by anonymous users) is devoted to project dissemination 
and is, therefore, under the responsibility of the leading partner for this activity. 

·  The community members section allows registered members to access newly posted 
events and news items, upload events on the DL and upload their own news items and 
events. 

·  The profiled members section adds to the above described tools the capability for allowed 
members to create their specific pages, e.g. describing their activities (in case of single 
users/organisations) or objectives and achievements (in case of projects), create a 
network of contacts and upload multimedia files. 

·  The administration section is accessible to the task leader staff only and allows the portal 
team to manage and update contents in real time, approve or reject the submitted 
contents, create and manage registration forms, etc.. 

3. Technical specifications 
The BELIEF-II portal relies on a flexible Open Source CMS called Plone [Plone]. Plone is a free 

and open source Content Management System built on top of the Zope [Zope] application server, 
which is written in Python [Python]. 

Plone's Web-based administrative interface is optimised for W3C [W3C] standards, allowing it 
to work with most common web browsers, and uses additional accessibility standards to help users 
who have disabilities. All of Plone's features are customisable, and free add-ons are available from 
the Plone website. The version used for the implementation of the BELIEF-II portal is the newly 
released Plone 3.1.2. 

4. Contents and Features 
The following is a brief summary of the public portal’s main features. Most of the features are 

made available since the launch of the portal on 31st July 2008, while a few of them, such as the 
Wiki and the discussion forum as well as a section dedicated to the Global e-Infrastructures will be 
added in a following stage. 

Contents and features accessible to anonymous visitors: 
 

·  Information on the project, its objectives and organisations involved 
·  Information on the global e-Infrastructures community issues 
·  Information on BELIEF-II news & events 
·  Information on related news & events (a week after their publication on the portal) 
·  Registration forms (community and profiled members)  
·  Access to the Digital Library (consultation only) 
·  Contact details 
·  Registration forms, agendas, etc. for all BELIEF-II events 
·  Discussion Forum (reading only) 
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·  Wiki (reading only) 
·  Event Calendar 
 
Contents and features accessible to registered members: 
 
·  Online registration forms facility 
·  Profiling tools 
·  Management of online submission of contributions (abstracts) 
·  Wiki (contribution facility) 
·  Discussion forum (posting facility) 
·  Events submission form 
·  News submission form 
·  Digital Library documents submission form 
·  Search members facility 
·  Events and news as soon as they are published 
 
Contents and features accessible to profiled members: 
 

All the above mentioned contents and features plus: 
·  Network creation facility 
·  Submission of multimedia contents 

In addition to these tools the profiled members have their own “homepage” describing in detail 
the member activities, skills, interests, etc.. 

4.1. Content Architecture 
The public portal’s main contents are organised around the following large containers: 
·  Overview, providing an overview on the project and including the subsections Objectives, 

Consortium, Events and Public Documents. 
·  Media Corner with links to the Latest News, Newsletters, Multimedia material, e-Magazine 

publications and Media Partners section. 

In a second stage, the “About Global e-Infrastructures” section will be added, containing 
information about the European Commission, e-Infrastructures related projects and initiatives 
worldwide. 

4.1.1. Home Page 

The homepage as a whole is structured in three main parts. On the left there is a large column to 
host the main text, the central section highlights the latest news item and the upcoming two events 
taken from the event calendar. On the right side, four “buttons”, called “highlight boxes”, lead the 
user to the 4 main functionalities offered by the website, which are described in detail below. 

The homepage hosts a text illustrating the mission of the project and  will be updated to highlight 
the project main current activities (e.g. upcoming project events, publications, etc). 
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4.1.2. Horizontal Menu 

4.1.2.1. Section 1 - Project Overview 

This section presents information concerning the principles of the BELIEF-II Project: its 
capabilities, service levels and benefits. Information about the project to research, governmental and 
industrial organisations will be available from here together with information oriented towards non-
scientific public, for raising awareness of e-Science and emerging e-Society technologies. 

This section also has a link to the previous BELIEF website. 

The following subsections are available: 
 
Objectives – A description of what the project will achieve and provide, its objectives and 
organisations involved and provide information on Global e-Infrastructures Issues. There will be 
also a link to a section (a mini static website) describing the BELIEF I project and achievements. 

Consortium – An overview of the partners and their role within the consortium. 

Events – The list of the BELIEF-II events. With regards to the events, the following tools will be 
available: 

·  There will be online registration for: eConcertation Meetings, International Symposia 
and Brainstorming Events. 

·  Members will register to attend a specific event from a dedicated registration form that 
allows them also to express interest in certain sessions of the events themselves. 
Registration input will be tracked and picked up by the portal administrators.  

·  Registration details collected will be automatically loaded into a database stored within 
the portal to facilitate the events secretariat. 

 
Public documents – A page which will host all the BELIEF-II public deliverables and reports. 

4.1.2.2. Section 2 - About Global e-Infrastructures 

These pages will be made available in September 2008 and will be the access point to further 
information about the e-Infrastructure global environment. The first page will be the main access to 
sub-pages with information about e-Infrastructures with a particular focus on the geographical 
areas. This section will be further divided into three subsections: 

·  A page dedicated to the European Commission e-Infrastructure Programme. 
·  A page dedicated to the related projects including fact sheets of the EU-funded projects. 
·  A page on worldwide e-Infrastructures. 

4.1.2.3. Section3 - Media Corner 

This is a page containing contacts info and linking the following sub-pages: 
·  Latest News – a dynamic page with a list of Latest News. 
·  Newsletters – a dynamic page which will list the BELIEF-II Newsletters. 
·  eMagazine – a page which will describe the Zero-In publication, contents will be updated 

during the project progress (publication of the call for contributions, downloadable version 
of the magazine etc.). 

·  Multimedia – a page with links to download various multimedia material produced by 
BELIEF-II and the related projects. 
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·  Media Partners – a page with the logos and brief overview of the various media partners. 

4.1.2.4. Section4 – Contacts 

This page provides information about how to get in touch with the project coordinator or receive 
assistance for the DL , the website and general information to be involved in BELIEF-II activities. 

4.1.3. Portal central section 

This section is divided into two main areas. The first “box” shows the latest news piece 
published under the latest news section (title and description) By clicking on “Read more..” visitors 
can be directed to the whole news item page. The second “box” shows the upcoming two events 
from the GÉANT & e-Infrastructure Events calendar. Access to further information is given by 
clicking on the event title. Under the two events there will be a icon if the calendar with a link  to 
the whole calendar “More from the calendar”. 

4.1.4. Highlight Boxes 

4.1.4.1. Box “Get started with BELIEF” 

Link which leads to contents accessible only to registered members (if people are not logged in 
the login page should appear). Logged-in members will have the possibility to preview the latest 
news and events and see who recently joined the community. 

4.1.4.2. Box “Create your profile” 

This page will link to a static page with instructions to create a profile plus a link to the profile 
tool and another link to the search profile tool. 

Profiled members can access a series of extra tool, among which the submission of multimedia 
documentation and the possibility to create a network of contacts. Invited people can accept or 
reject the network invitation. Contacts from the network will receive updates on the activity of their 
contacts such as events, documents or news submission (upon acceptance of the item by the 
administrators). 

4.1.4.3. Box “Enjoy the Community” 

The box links to the BELIEF-II community webpage. This webpage will provide a quick access 
to all the tools available for the community: events and  news submission, members search facility, 
access to Wiki and forum, submission form to the DL. To make communication more effective, the 
tools facilities will be represented by icons leading directly to each pertinent section. 

The events and news submission, in particular, will be managed according the following 
procedure: 

1. Registered members will upload a new event or a new news item, which will be pending 
for approval (visible only to the portal administrator and the item owner). 

2. Administrators will receive an automatic message informing that a new item is pending 
for approval. 

3. Administrators check the contents and publish or reject the item (within one working 
day). 
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4.1.4.4. Box “Enjoy the Digital Library” 

This button will be the direct access to the BELIEF-II Digital Library and its functionalities 
(http://belief-dl.isti.cnr.it/). 

4.1.5. Header 

The header contains links to the horizontal menu, the search box facility and the BELIEF-II logo 
(linked to the Homepage). 

“Breadcrumbs”2 are shown on the top of each page to facilitate the site navigation. 

4.1.6. Footer 

The footer area includes a the EC , the GÉANT & e-Infrastructure Unit, the Capacities 
programme Logo and the disclaimer (see Appendix I – Disclaimer). 

5. User groups and permissions 
The following table shows the different groups of users and the related permissions to their role. 

 

Group Name Access to 

Admin All 
Registered Members Forum / wiki / search other members/  

submit events/ submit news/  
upload documents on the DL via the case studies form/ 
download and upload documents 

Profiled Members Forum / wiki / search other members/  
upload abstracts etc/ submit events/ / submit news/ 
upload documents on the DL via the case studies form/ 
create a network of contacts 
download and upload documents/upload multimedia files 

Table 1 – User groups and permissions 

                                                 
2 In Web design a “breadcrumb” or “breadcrumb trail” is the part of the Web navigation tree that shows you which is 
your current position. Breadcrumb trails are usually displayed close to the top left of Web pages and define both the 
current location within the site hierarchy as well as pages above the current page. 
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6. Belief portal domain 
The project portal maintained the domain used in the first phase of the project 

(www.beliefproject.org) to show a seamless continuation between the two phases. 

7. Contacts 
A selection of email addresses will be integrated with the BELIEF-II web portal: 
·  coordinator@beliefproject.org – to get in touch with the project coordinator 
·  info@beliefproject.org - for general email and questions 
·  dl@beliefproject.org – for DL related questions 
·  news@beliefproject.org  – for news management 
·  events@beliefproject.org - for the Event Calendar Management 

Via the web portal the administrator team will have the ability to add new email addresses as 
needed. 

8. Web statistics 
All the statistics and web usage figures are automatically updated every day. 

Statistics will show a series of information such as the time spent on the website, the 
geographical area of visitors, visits per day and month, unique visitors, etc.. 

They will include the option to view the amount of time a particular document was downloaded, 
when and by whom. 

The statistics will not include the traffic generated by the administrators IPs. 
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9. Appendix I – Disclaimer 
 

This website has been designed, created and is maintained within the framework of the BELIEF-II project 
co-funded by the European Commission Directorate General Information Society & Media, under the 
FP7 Capacities Programme. 
 
The views expressed in this web site are solely those of the BELIEF-II Consortium, and are, under no 
circumstances, those of the European Commission and its affiliated organisations and bodies. 
 
The BELIEF-II Consortium has drawn upon various sources of data. Sources in the public domain are 
acknowledged in all such instances. While due care has been taken to provide data which is both accurate 
and up-to-date, the BELIEF-II Consortium will not be held responsible for information which is 
inaccurate, incomplete or out of date. The BELIEF-II Consortium shall, under no circumstances, be held 
liable for decisions made by the user based upon the data, analysis, conclusions and recommendations 
contained in this web site. 
 
No Representations Made as to Other Sites or Links. 
 
This web site may provide links to certain Internet Sites sponsored and maintained by third parties. The 
BELIEF-II Consortium is providing such links solely as a convenience to the user. Accordingly, the 
BELIEF-II Consortium makes no representations concerning the content of the Sites. The fact that the 
BELIEF-II Consortium has provided a link to the Site does not constitute an endorsement, authorisation, 
sponsorship, or affiliation by BELIEF-II Consortium with respect to the Site, its owners, or its providers. 
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10. Appendix II - Screenshots from the public portal 
 

 

Figure 1 – Homepage view 

 

 

Figure 2 - Community Members section 
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Figure 3 - Profile view 
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